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A FIELD TRIP OF SERVICE  
TO THE CHILDREN’S HUNGER FUND 

November 14, 2018
“ For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” 
Matthew 25:35 
 
Here are some thoughts from the volunteering 6th graders: 
Evelina -“We had so much fun serving together at the 
Children’s Hunger Fund!” 
Emily K -“It was an amazing experience! We all cooperated in 
the filling, weighing, labeling, and sealing of the pasta bags!” 
Emily D – “I liked the job of packing macaroni to the people in 
need!” 
Michael –”At the end, I was happy that the needy children 
would have food.  I am happy that I helped that happen.” 
Jessica – “It was one of the best field trips ever! Besides my 
service, I feel grateful for the food I have!” 
Austin- “This experience helped me wonder how a kid could 
have a meal for 25¢. We packed a lot of pasta bags for them!” 
Anthony – “It was a great experience to see two big boxes 
filled with 2400 bags of food!” 
Sako – “As a group, we were able to pack 2400 packs of   
macaroni for the hungry children!” 
Sarine –” We had a blast helping the less fortunate.” 
As followers of the example of Jesus, we did this service with 
the purpose of putting a smile on a child’s face! God is good! 
Ms. Lena Ekmekjian 
Religion Department Chair 

Our principal, Mrs Lina Arslanian, along with 
our teachers Mrs Aline Bezdikian- Shirajian 
and Mrs. Mariam Petrosyan as well as 
Student Council representatives Vahe 
Snapyan, Diana Hovhannisyan, Ella 
Kiramichyan and highest donors Elizabeth 
Hovanissyan, Katarina Timuryan, and 
Daniella Bandari represented Merdinian 
School at the Armenia Fund Telethon, which 
was broadcasted live across the country and in 
many countries around the world on 
Thanksgiving Day. Our school presented a 
donation of $2,300 that was raised through 
nacho, popcorn, ice cream, and popsicle sales.

ARMENIA FUND TELETHON
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PRESCHOOL CORNER

GUEST

November is the month •
when teachers take the 
opportunity to discuss the 
meaning of Thanksgiving with 
the students through reading 
stories, by appreciating the 
blessings that we have in our 
lives, and by explaining the 
importance of being thankful. 

Preschoolers expressed •
their thankfulness to their 
parents and loved ones, and 
on November 21, they were 
thankful to have Thanksgiving 
lunch served by the PTO.

STUDENT NEWS 
Students participated in a •

“Spirit Day”. On November 16, 
they came to school wearing 
their athletic jerseys. It     
created an exciting       
atmosphere. Everyone enjoys 
our spirit days organized by 
the Student Council. 

 
On November 15, as part •

of the Armenian Cultural 
Month activities, the students      
participated in an Armenian 
Costume Picture Day! The   
students looked beautiful 
wearing Armenian attire! 

Hovsep Nalbandian, author of 
18 books, visited our school 
on November 2. He met with 
our 8th grade students, our 
Principal Mrs. Lina Arslanian, 
and Armenian Department 
Chair, Mrs. Mayda Baboomian. 
He highlighted the importance 
of the print media, in       
particular books, versus the 
use of computers. 
The L.A. based writer,      
educator, and scholar, Mr. 
Nalbandian gave an      
informative lecture to the  
students. He also donated 
copies of his books to the 
school and to every 8th grade 
student. Mr. Nalbandian has 
visited our school numerous 
times to meet with our      
students.

THANKSGIVING 
PROGRAM

The Thanksgiving program 
was a delight for all who 
attended. The first and second 
graders performed in the 
Aram & Anahis D. 
Boolghoorjian Hall and 
demonstrated the spirit of 
Thanksgiving. We thank Rev. 
Hendrik Shanazarian for his 
prayer and message. After the 
program, the students 
enjoyed an extended recess! 
PTO members hosted the   
traditional Thanksgiving lunch 
for students and faculty/staff. 
Thank you PTO! The faculty 
also celebrated the November 
birthdays during their    
luncheon. 

 
The students had another •

Spirit Day on November 21 to 
wear fall colors, red, brown, 
yellow, and gray. Students 
and  teachers participated 
and were excited to celebrate 
the arrival of the season!
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THE MERDINIAN SCHOOL WOMEN'S AUXILIARY CELEBRATES 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY AND HONORS SUZIE PHILLIPS, A FOUNDING MEMBER 

On November 3, the Verdugo Hall of Castaway Restaurant in Burbank was filled with joy 
and great enthusiasm as friends and supporters of the C. & E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 
School gathered together for a Fall Luncheon to celebrate the School's Women's Auxiliary and 
its 20th Anniversary and to pay tribute to one of the founding members, Suzie Phillips. 

After an Invocation offered by Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Interim Pastor of the uACC, 
the School's dedicated and dynamic Principal Lina Arslanian, accompanied by three students, 
gave an update on the School’s successes and achievements. Principal Arslanian commended 
the support and love of the members of the Women’s Auxiliary to Merdinian School and 
expressed her “gratitude for an amazing celebration luncheon on this special anniversary and 
heartfelt congratulations to the honoree, Suzie Phillips, a founding member!" Three 8th grade 
graduates Vahe Snapyan, Daniella Bandari, and Alex Aywazyan expressed their utmost pride to 
be at Merdinian, where they pursue excellence not only in academics, but in learning about 
their Armenian Christian heritage.  

The purpose of the Auxiliary is to support Armenian Evangelical education, promote 
interest in the Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School, further the mission of the School and 
render financial support, in all cooperating with the Principal and the Board of Directors. The 
Auxiliary is an affiliate of the Armenian Missionary Association of America. 

PTO

The third monthly breakfast 
with parents, hosted by the 
PTO, took place on November 
2. The attendees were served 
delicious breakfast. They were 
able to mingle with each 
other while being informed 
about the upcoming events, 
activities, and fundraisers. 
Additionally, they had the 
opportunity to meet with Mrs. 
Ovsanna Takvoryan, parent 
representative on the Board. 

TOWN HALL      
MEETING

Board members, parents, and 
faculty attended this year’s 
first Town Hall meeting on 
November 29 in the Aram & 
Anahis D. Boolghoorjian Hall, 
organized by the Board of 
Directors. The committees 
held a presentation about  
curriculum, safety, technology, 
and public relations followed 
by a forum for asking     
questions.

STAR STUDENTS
Our November “Star 
Students” are the following: 
Vartan Asmerian and Siran 
Sarah Boyadzhyan from 5th 
grade, Davit Abgaryan, Sara 
Shneider, and Isabella 
Toukhlajian from 2nd grade.
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ALUMNI CORNER
Lori Shirajian is a proud alumna of Merdinian 

school, where she attended from preschool through 
8th grade, graduating in 2009. She completed her 
undergraduate studies at uCLA with Bachelor's of 
Science in Anthropology/ Biology with two minors in 
Evolutionary Medicine and Armenian Studies. 

She worked as a research assistant at 
Cedars-Sinai, investigating the role of different 
agents that cause liver cancer. As an advocate for 
the furthering of Armenian culture and language, she 
took on the role of being an after-school Armenian 
language teacher at ARS Gars chapter. She also   
volunteered her time in Armenia participating in the         
summer-long AYF Youth Corps Program. Lori was 
passionate about dance. She started dancing since 
she was 4 years old and continued until she was 21. 
She performed many years with Hamazkayin Ani 
Dance Company and she started teaching Armenian 
folk dance at the ARS Saturday school in Glendale. 
Lori currently works as a pharmacy technician and 
will be attending uSC School of Pharmacy to become 
a dedicated pharmacist. 

Merdinian was a second home to her. She 
acknowledges the teachers and faculty that       
motivated her in education, instilled in her Christian 
values, and shaped her Armenian identity. She is 
also  thankful to have spent some of the most  
memorable years on this campus. “Merdinian      
positively shaped my life and gave me the tools for 
being a lifetime learner,” she said. 
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