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MEDZ BAHK PUPPET, AGLADIZ OPENS UP FESTIVE WEEK
The week of February 25 was a festive week filled with Paregentan fun. The week started with a surprise
visit by Agladiz during the morning chapel. Our Armenian teacher, Mrs. Aline Bezdikian-Shirajian talked
about the traditional puppet named Agladiz. She introduced the puppet in an Armenian outfit that she
made with an onion head and seven feathers. She explained that each feather represents one week of
lent preceding Easter. On February 26 and 27, kindergarten through 2nd grade students celebrated
Paregentan with their teachers in the Aram & Anahis D. Boolghoorjian Hall with delicious Armenian
Nazoug, rice pudding, dried fruits, rice pilaf, lavash, fruits, songs, dances, and funny sketches performed
by the Armenian teachers, Mrs. Lena Ekmekjian, Mrs. Margarit Meghroyan, and Mrs. Mariam Petrosyan.

STUDENTS CELEBRATE TUMANIAN’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY
The 3rd and 4th grade Western Armenian sections hosted the 150th anniversary of the great poet
Hovhannes Toumanian on February 19 in the Aram and Anahis D. Boolghoorjian Hall. The program
started with recitation of Tumanian’s children’s poems, The Dog, The Open Letters of the Birds, The
Cranes, and The Wind. They also sang Ambi Dagits, accompanied by Mrs. Alice DerKevorkian on the
piano. Following the students’ performance, 1st through 5th grades watched two cartoons, based on
Tumanian’s tales, “Anpan Hourin” and “The Bird.”The program was concluded with the Happy Birthday
song and the serving of the cake in the form of 150 symbolizing the poet’s 150th birthday.
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ARMENIAN ALPINIST
VISITS MERDINIAN
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February 14 was not only a day
filled with valentine cupcakes,
cookies, candies or cards, it was
also a day of inspiration for
Merdinian students, teachers,
and the staff who had the
privilege to meet Ara
Khachadourian. The
Marseille-based alpinist visited
our school to talk about his
experiences climbing the highest
mountains in the world. He
shared his adventures with the
2nd through 8th graders. He also
screened two films about his
climb and his journey from
Marseille to Yerevan.
The ideology-driven professional
alpinist climbed Mount Everest on
May 22, 2016, in memory of the
centennial of the Armenian
genocide. He raised Armenia’s
flag as well as the flags of
Artsakh, France, and Lebanon.
He also placed the Bible on the
highest peak of the world.
in 2018, he ran for peace
crossing 11 European countries
to reach Yerevan on July 21. The
journey took him three and a half
months. Ara answered the
students’ questions on how he
was able to accomplish his goals
with discipline and persistence.
He emphasized the importance of
hard work to achieve a dream.

VARTANANTS
St. vartan’s Day was celebrated
during the last week of February
in the chapel.
Armenian teachers, Mrs. Lena
Ekmekjian and Mrs. Margarit
Meghroyan prepared a program
for the celebration. Mrs.
Ekmekjian’s program was
presented on February 26 with
the kindergarten Western
Armenian section students, while
Mrs. Meghroyan’s program was
presented with the Eastern
Armenian section of
kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd
graders on February 28.
St. vartan, ghevont Yerets, King
Hazgerd, and soldiers “came
alive” with poems, songs, and
costumes to recognize one more
time this heroic period of
Armenian history.

PRESCHOOL
• Our preschool teachers made
valentine’s Day special for their
students by giving them the
opportunity to enjoy special
snacks. PKii had ice cream
sundaes with various toppings.
PKi had vanilla yogurt with
strawberries and cookies.
• Preschoolers learned about
vartan Mamigonian’s story
through reading books, learning
songs, and reciting poems.
• On February 28, preschool
students, along with their
teachers, celebrated Paregentan
by having traditional Armenian
foods, such as rice pudding
(gatnaboor) and dried fruits.

FACULTY
• On February 15, our librarian
Mrs. Hasmig Shahinian attended
a workshop regarding the
upcoming Scholastic Book Fair.
• On behalf of our school, Mrs.
Sossie Mahseredjian, Pre-K i
teacher, attended the ArF 127th
anniversary celebration at
glendale High school on
February 24.
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN MUSEUM
On February 4, Mr. Shant
Sahagian presented the
Armenian American Museum
project to our students as the
first world class cultural and
educational center of its kind in
America. The museum is
anticipated to be a cultural
campus in glendale to enrich and
enlighten the community.
On February 17, Mrs. Lina
Arslanian, Mrs Mariam Petrosyan
along with students Sara and
Aaron Shnieder presented the
school’s donation of $1500 at the
AA Museum’s inaugural telethon.
The funds were raised through
one week-long bake sales and
donations.

PTO BREAKFAST
• Another parent breakfast,
hosted by the PTO, took place on
February 1. The attendees had
the opportunity to share ideas
and socialize with each other.
Thank you PTO for a delicious
breakfast!

Science Fair Winners
Placement

Names

0

8th

1

Hovan Boyajian

2

Anthony Tokatlian

3

Vahe Snapyan

0

7th

1

Nayiri Karadjian

2

Alexa Bouchakian

3

Diana Hovhannisyan

0

6th

1

Michael Gevorkyan

2

Evelina Aharonian

3

Austin Yeghishian

3

Sarine Boyajian

BAKE SALE
• PTO representatives from
different Armenian schools
visited the Western Diocese on
February 28 and met with
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian to
discuss the importance of
religious education in schools.
Archbishop Derderian praised
Merdinian School’s curriculum
and students’ knowledge in this
regard.

The 4th grade Bake Sale took
place on February 14. The
families of our 4th graders
provided loads of sweet goodies
to be sold to students and
families. The sale was a great
opportunity for our school to
raise funds for classroom needs.
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SCIENCE FAIR
Students participated and
created amazing projects for the
Merdinian annual Science Fair on
February 15. All students
received certificates of
participation and the winners
received trophies. Our guest
judges were former teacher and
current Board Member, Mrs. rita
Meneshian, current elementary
teacher, Mrs. Karinae Babakhani
as well as alumnus and a
software engineer at Jet
Propulsion Laboratories, Armen
Arslanian (class of 2009). great
job to all the participants and
winners! Thank you judges!

STAR STUDENTS
The “Stars” of the month of
February are:
Ava Akopyan - K Yellow
Melanie Ter-Arsenyan - K red
Angelina Baratian - 1st grade
Arthur Hekimyan - 2nd grade
Arpi Hokhikyan - 2nd grade.
The “star” students received
in-N-Out meal certificates.
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PTO GALA

FIELD TRIPS

The Masquerade gala was a big
success, and took place on
February 8. About 200 parents,
staff, and family enjoyed the
event with great music, dinner
as well as beautifully decorated
silent auction tables. The 8th
grade students were escorted by
members of the alumni. Each
student received an engraved
pen as a gift from PTO. They also
presented heartfelt messages.
This was a major fundraising
event by our dedicated PTO for
the benefit of our school.

• On February 21, 3rd through
8th graders attended the
Armenian children’s play “The
Adventures of chigareli”
sponsored by Hamazkayin
Theatre company. The students
were accompanied by teachers
carmen Bezerdjian, Armine
Nalbantian, Tania Avakian,
Karinae Babakhani, Allison
Hammond, Mayda Baboumian,
Aline Bezdikian-Shirajian, Lena
Ekmekjian, Margarit Meghroyan,
Hasmig Shahinian, and Mary
Mekikian. “The Adventures of
chigareli” is about a boy who has
a curse upon him for polluting
and abusing Mother Earth. The
moral of the story is to care for
Mother Earth. The students
enjoyed the play and after the
show were able to get picture
moments with the actors and
actresses.

ARCHBISHOP’S VISIT
His Eminence, Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian visited our
school on February 19 during
chapel Service. Archbishop
Derderian was impressed with
the performance of the students
as well as their responses to his
questions.

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
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Mrs. Sona Kassardjian, along
with the 8th grade students held
a presentation about Black
History Month on February 26 in
the chapel. They talked about
the civil rights movement and
equality for all!

• Our 1st and 2nd grade
students visited Edelweiss
chocolates on February 28,
accompanied by their teachers
and school staff. They had a
chance to visit the factory and
see how chocolate is made. The
children were given samples to
take home.

NEW AFTER-SCHOOL
ACTIVITY

Mrs. Allison Hammond is offering
an after-school math enrichment
class for middle school students.
The class is meant to challenge
students who are above grade
level in mathematics with upper
level cSi puzzles, math escape
rooms, and logic puzzle games.
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iNSErT
YOur
Alumni Corner
HEADLiNE
The grandson of former Merdinian Principal, Aram Boolghoorjian,
BY Amber Bradley
NersesWriTTEN
Aposhian
was born and raised in Los Angeles and graduated
from Merdinian in 2006, having attended for 11 years. He loved his
time at Merdinian. it was during this time that he built lifelong
friendships, explored the intricacies of the Armenian language, and
really embraced what it meant to be an Armenian - something he is
proud of until this day.
He attended the university of Southern california (uSc) for his
cAPTiON
undergraduate studies, earning a B.A. in communication and
Political
Science. Shortly after, he attended Loyola Law School for his
graduate studies. currently, he is the Director of content &
Hospitality for JohnHart real Estate. When he’s not busy working, he
serves as the President of the Armenian Professional Society, a
non-profit organization whose mission is to advance graduate
education and fellowship among Armenians. Nerses also co-hosts a
podcast called The Founder Hour, which features stories and
conversations with founders of LA-based companies, influencers,
innovators, and people contributing to the Los Angeles community.
Fun fact: i recently taught my Armenian girlfriend how to say
"grammar" in Armenian - Քերականութiւն !
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