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DR. DANIEL AND JULIETTE ABDULIAN HONORED AT
MERDINIAN 37TH ANNUAL BANQUET
written by

Joyce Abdulian

the joyous atmosphere at the Phoenicia banquet Hall on Sunday evening April 28 felt like a family reunion
within a celebratory banquet. the evening was planned by the Merdinian women’s Auxiliary, and Co-Chaired by
Ani Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian.
Louisa Janbazian welcomed the attendees. Mistress of Ceremonies, the Honorable Alice Altoon, created a
warm and informative atmosphere as she moved the program along. After the singing of the American and
Armenian national Anthems by soloists Arpy Aintablian and raffi Kerbabian, the opening prayer was delivered by
rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Associate Pastor of the United Armenian Congregational Church. Dr. nazareth
Darakjian, AMAA board President, congratulated the honorees Dr. Daniel and Juliette Abdulian, for their many
years of dedication to the Merdinian School and AMAA—both having served for years on the AMAA board.
Dedicated Principal, Lina Arslanian congratulated the honorees for their years of devotion to the school.
Five year old Zoey Atachian, Merdinian Preschool student, brought down the house as she sang the Armenian
song Menk Chenk Tzeker Sourp Kirkeh (we don’t leave the bible) accompanied by her grandmother, esther
Assilian. enjoying the limelight, she continued impromptu reciting a bible verse she had learned in school. Vahe
Snapyan, a dignified 8th grade student gave an eloquent, emotional recitation of Zarmanali Hye (Amazing
Armenian) by Poet Gevorg emin. Soloists, Soprano Arpy Aintablian and tenor raffi Kerbabian, presented a
meaningful musical program of Armenian songs, the last of which was Dr. Daniel’s favorite, “How Great Though
Art.” After Mrs. elizabeth Agbabian introduced the honorees, board Chairman Dr. Vahe nalbandian, presented
them with a gift and Lifetime Achievement Award—thanking them for their years of generosity, dedication, and
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service to the school. Dr. Daniel and Juliette Abdulian graciously accepted the honor bestowed upon them. Mrs.
Abdulian expressed her appreciation by personally thanking everyone involved with the planning and execution
of the evening. women’s Auxiliary Co-Chairs Ani Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian presented a $20,000 check to
Dr. nalbandian as the Auxiliary’s contribution for scholarships and operations.
Dr. nalbandian introduced Mrs. Azniv Ghazanian, a long-time parent of three Merdinian students—who will
miss the school, now that her children have moved on. She lovingly spoke of her years with the PtO (Parentteacher Organization) and the lifelong friendships forged. She shared how the Merdinian outstanding education
within a Christian environment was of foremost importance to her and her family. Perhaps grandchildren will
bring her back.
the “Kessab” element was very apparent. rev. Serop Megerditchian, Senior Pastor of Armenian Cilicia
evangelical Church, shared how he is a cousin with the late Anush Abdulian. His closing comments and prayer
came with a comment directed to Dr. Daniel in their own beloved Kessab dialect. the devotion to Merdinian, not
only by our honorees Dr. Daniel and Juliette Abdulian but by the entire community, keeps the legacy of the
School’s founders Charlotte and elise Merdinian vital. these two sisters planted the seed for countless children
to reap the benefits of their benevolence—and pass it forward.
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CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE
Dear Merdinian School Parents,
the board and Administration
are excited to inform parents of
new initiatives that the school
has embarked upon in order to
upgrade the use of educational
technology:
a. wiFi System Upgrade:
we recently completed a
campus-wide upgrade of our
wiFi system to increase its
speed, and to increase the
number of users who may access
the internet simultaneously.
this was a prerequisite for two
other technology initiatives that
are in progress, described below.
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b. technology Lab:
Over the Summer break, a new
technology Lab will be set up in
the new bezjian Family building
to replace the existing PC Lab.
it will be equipped with new
laptop computers and other
hardware and software. Our
technology curriculum will be
expanded, in stages, to
incorporate newer technologies,
such as 3-D printing.
c. Classroom technology:
Chromebooks and Google
applications for education will be
implemented to facilitate
communication and sharing of
documents among faculty,
students, parents, and the
administration. Chromebooks will
be used by students and
teachers to access cloud-based
educational applications on the
internet. A phased implementation is planned.
Again, we thank everyone who is
going the extra mile to make this
a reality. we look forward to
implementing these technologies
with great anticipation.
Dr. Vahe A. nalbandian
Chairman, board of Directors

PSALM 121
RECITATION CONTEST
written by

Lena ekmekjian

“Oh, how i love your law! i meditate on it all day long.” Psalm
119:97
On tuesday April 9, 3rd - 8th
grade students participated in a
recitation contest. each grade
level recited Psalm 121 in
Armenian.
All the grades did an awesome
job! However, third grade red
students won first place and
eighth graders got second place.
both classes received awards for
diligently memorizing God’s
word! the rest got bookmarks
with bible verses.

learned that easter is not only
about chocolate bunnies and egg
hunt. in fact, they learned the
special religious reason behind
easter during chapel.
• On April 26, preschoolers
showed their respect and honor
to the Armenian Genocide victims
by participating in the
commemoration event.

we pray our kids would grow “in
wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man.” Luke 2:52

STAR STUDENTS
Vartan Asmerian

Austin yeghishian

PRE-SCHOOL
CORNER
• Preschool students
participated in the APeX fun run,
which is a friendly race to raise
funds for the school.
• easter was a happy time for
preschool. they had many fun
activities, such as decorating the
classroom, baking, dyeing eggs,
and egg hunting. However, they

Mary nargizyan
Davit Abgaryan
Lena Saghbazarian
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HOLY COMMUNION
CHAPEL SERVICE
written by

GOOGLE ART

Lena ekmekjian

On thursday morning, April 11,
during chapel service, rev. Serop
Megerditchian served Holy
Communion to the students and
faculty.
Ms. Lena ekmekjian opened the
service with a word of prayer.
Afterwards, we all sang a
worship song. third grade
students recited Psalm 121. rev.
Megerditchian read the scriptures
and blessed the bread and grape
juice. Following this, everyone
partook the bread and grape
juice in remembrance of all the
sacrifices Christ endured for our
salvation.
“…the Lord Jesus, took bread,
and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said,
“this is My body, which is for
you; do this in remembrance of
Me.”…1 Cor. 11:23, 24
the communion service ended
with rev. Megerditchian’s prayer.
As Jesus’ followers, this Holy
Communion practice helped the
kids joyously understand and
follow the command of their
savior and Lord Jesus Christ!

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DAY

Merdinian teachers and staff
participated in a Professional
Development Day on April 23.
Our guest presenters were: Ms.
Melinda Kolk from tech 4, who
trained our teachers on
“Differentiated instruction”, our
school counselor Mrs. nora
Chitilian, who talked about
taking “Positive Approach with
Students”, and Mrs. Anait
Hokhikyan, who reviewed the
processes of using a defibrillator.

SPORTS SEASON
ENDS WITH MEDALS
AND TROPHIES
Aram and Anahis D.
boolghoorjian Hall in Merdinian
was filled with medals and
trophies on April 26 to honor our
victorious athletes of KAHAM
Games.
nearly 120 guests, among them,
parents, teachers, coaches,
students, and athletes gathered
to celebrate their victories.
the mistress of the ceremony,
beth Chatalyan, a parent, created
an uplifting ambiance by giving
the children an opportunity to
roar for their teams. She also
passed out raffle tickets to win
sports water bottles and balls.
the highlight of the event,
organized by the Merdinian
Athletic Committee, was the
presentation of the medals and
the trophies jointly shared by the
principal Mrs. Lina Arslanian and
Coach Zorik isajane.
Anthony Ayvazian and Austin
yeghishian, on behalf of middle
school students, David Gevorgyan
and Andre Aylozian, on behalf of
elementary school students,
thanked the coaches, Zorik
isajane and tadeh Khanian for
the successful sports season they
accomplished.
the guests were served pizza
around tables decorated with
flower centerpieces arranged in
trophy cups.
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APEX FUNDRAISER

PTO BREAKFAST

The APEX Fun Run is an
interactive program that helps
schools all over the country raise
funds, while promoting
leadership, good character, and
fitness. APEX Leadership was a
two-week fundraiser at Merdinian
where students raised pledges
for each lap they ran during the
APEX Fun Run on April 11.
The fundraiser was a big success.
The APEX kicked off with a Pep
Rally on April 1, and students
received APEX Pledge kits. The
theme was “APEX STRONG!”
Students joined the APEX squad
on an exciting journey as they
learned what it truly means to be
strong as a team.
We would like to recognize our
top three students who raised the
most dollar amount per lap:
1. Chloe Hamalian at $40.33
per lap
2. Julia Hamalian at $40.33
per lap
3. Katarina Timuryan at
$38.00 per lap
We would also like to recognize
our top three classrooms that
raised the most dollar amount
per lap:
1. Third Grade Yellow at
$127.07 per lap
2. First Grade at $119.63 per
lap
3. Fourth Grade at $96.83 per
lap
We collected 705 pledges schoolwide. The school profit was
$14,210.
We thank our Merdinian family
immensely for the great support
and participation.
All profits will go towards the new
technology room and the athletic
department.

this month’s PtO breakfast took
place on April 5. it was this
academic year’s last breakfast.
we thank PtO for organizing
these breakfasts, which give the
chance for parents to mingle and
get involved in school activities.

PTO CAR SHOW
PtO held its annual Car Show on
April 6 on our parking lot. A
number of classic cars were on
display while breakfast was
served.thank you PtO for
organizing a fun and successful
event! everyone had a great
experience.

GRADUATION &
ATHLETIC
PICTURE DAY
• Our much anticipated
Graduation Picture Day was on
April 30. Kindergarten, 5th, and
8th grade graduates arrived to
school dressed in their cap and
gowns. On the same day, the
athletes also had their group
pictures taken for the yearbook
of the 2018-2019 academic year.

PTO BOWLING
On April 12, PtO organized a fun
bowling event for our students
before they took their easter
break. Students had fun bowling
and had pizza for lunch.
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staying on top of our demands
until justice is served. Our 8th
graders, sang “Desnem Anin ou
Nor Mernem" and “Grounk Parov
Tarnas" accompanied by Mrs.
Alice Derkevorkian on the piano.
During the program, the 6th
graders recited a poem, and were
followed by 8th grader Vahe
Snapyan who recited “Zarmanali
Hye” by Gevorg emin.
After the short program in the
chapel, students walked out of
the chapel to place flowers
around the replica of the
Armenian Genocide Monument of
Dzidezrnagapert on our campus.

EASTER ASSEMBLY
easter Assembly was performed
by 4th through 8th grade classes
on April 12. rev. Daniel Albarian
delivered his wonderful easter
message to the students who
sang, recited poems, and
presented musicals. the students
had an extended recess during
which our PtO organized a bake
sale fundraiser. the day before,
the 8th grade boys and girls
baked delicious choregs with Mrs.
Mariam honoring our annual
easter tradition that started by
long-time former teacher Mrs.
Ashkhen ispendjian. thank you
Mrs. Mariam Petrosyan, 8th
graders, and parents who
volunteered to bake, donate, and
sell during the fundraiser!

• the April 24 commemoration
continued with the alumna guest
speaker, Sedda Antekelian’s visit
to our school on April 30.
Antekelian is a 2001 alumna of
Merdinian school and currently is
a USC Shoah Foundation
Armenian education Outreach
Specialist. She talked about the
importance of primary sources
through the video testimonies of
Armenian Genocide survivors.
She also emphasized the
importance of secondary sources
such as historical documents,
photographs, and diaries. the
middle school students watched
the testimony of a genocide
survivor, Arshag Dickranian. the
presentation was concluded with
a Question and Answers session
with the presenter.

APRIL 24
COMMEMORATION
• the commemoration of April
24 took place in the chapel in the
morning of April 26.
in her opening message, Mrs.
Mayda baboumian emphasized
the importance of remembering
our innocent victims, and
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ALUMNI CORNER

Sedda Antekelian is a former alumna of Merdinian Armenian
evangelical School, Class of 2001. As one of two valedictorians
of the 8th grade class, Sedda's favorite subjects were Social Studies and Armenian History.
Sedda says that her childhood and education here have influenced her life. Friendships,
memories, and teachers are unforgettable, and she is grateful to call herself an alumna of
Merdinian. throughout her high school and college years, Sedda kept true to her childhood
passions. She became the President of the Armenian Students Association between 20072009 at Loyola Marymount University and graduated with a b.A. in History and Humanities.
Sedda then continued her studies and graduated with a Master’s in teaching from UC irvine
and Single-Subject teaching credential in Social-Science and Art
History in 2011.
Over the past 8 years, Sedda has developed wellrounded experience within diverse educational environments,
including the traditional classroom, museum education, online
curriculum development, and project-based learning. Sedda
joined the education team at USC Shoah Foundation-institute
for Visual History as the education and Outreach Specialist
in Armenian Genocide education. As a part of her work, Sedda
develops testimony-based educational resources and
community partnerships to enhance education and awareness
about the Armenian Genocide. Sedda is also an active
volunteer for various Armenian-American organizations in the
Los Angeles community, contributing her skills and
passions with others.
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(Alumna of Providence High School- Class of 2005.)
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