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AMAA (Armenian Missionary Association of America) Executive Director/CEO Mr. Zaven Khanjian visited 
our school on November 7. The students greeted him during the morning chapel with the Armenian and 
American anthems and two songs accompanied by Mrs. Alice DerKevorkian on the piano.  
After listening to the students’ songs, Mr. Khanjian opened his message by saying that he felt at home at 
Merdinian, the only Evangelical Armenian school in America under the auspices of AMAA. He then 
addressed the students with a beautiful message, emphasizing the importance of smile, which, he said, 
is a symbol of inner contentment, while laughter is the result of a humorous story or a funny incident. He 
then related his message to poet Jacque Hagopian, who passed away two days before his visit, and 
expressed his contentment for having a poet who lived such a long life and who dedicated his writings to 
Armenia and to our nation. Mr. Khanjian concluded his address with a poem by Jacque Hagopian and a 
prayer.

No3ympyri Ha3aq0s Hyrosnyr NOVEMBER STAR STUDENTS

Meri Ella Menedjian-5th 
Manuk Ter-Arsenyan-5th 
Leena Nazarian-2nd

Peter Zartarian-8th 
Armen Khatchadourian-2nd 
Alan Aywazian-2nd 
Angela Minasyan-1Y 
Melanie Ter-Arsenyan-1Y 
David-Beg Nazarian-1R

AMAA Executive Director Visits 
 Merdinian School
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PRESCHOOL

in November, preschoolers learn 
about the meaning of 
Thanksgiving through stories, 
poems, and songs.  The month of 
November is dedicated to helping 
children understand the meaning 
of being thankful for all their 
blessings. On November 21, 
preschoolers enjoyed a 
Thanksgiving lunch served by the 
PTO. 

Merdinian students, parents, 
teachers, and staff showed their 
Thanksgiving spirit on November 
27 with the November assembly 
and a special luncheon.  
Kindergarten and first graders 
performed in the Aram & Anahis 
D. Boolghoorjian Hall after Mr. 
greg shanoian led the opening 
prayer. 
students wearing pilgrim, indian, 
and turkey costumes presented 
an enjoyable program and 
delighted their parents who could 
not stop taking pictures of their 
little ones. 
The students were later served a 
turkey lunch, compliments of the 
PTO members who also served 
the teachers and staff the      
traditional Thanksgiving lunch 
after the students were         
dismissed at noon. During the 
luncheon, the faculty and staff 
celebrated the November     
birthdays. 

THANKSGIVING 
ASSEMBLY

STUDENTS’ CORNER

Three students from fourth 
grade, the entire classes of sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades had 
their artworks submitted into 
space foundation’s Art contest. 
The winning artwork will be    
displayed on the website of the 
space foundation and at the 
space foundation Headquarter 
and Discovery Center. 
“The winners will be announced 
in January and will get an art kit, 
a ribbon, a certificate, and an 
astronaut autograph,” said our 
art teacher, Mrs. Lara Atachian. 
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PTO CORNER
The third parent breakfast •

was hosted by the parents of 5th 
and 6th graders on November 8. 
As in October, it was served       
outdoors under the tents. The 
parents and teachers mingled 
with each other while enjoying 
delicious food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PTO Otis spunkmeyer •

fundraiser top sellers were 
acknowledged during chapel time 
on November 13: 1st place sam 
& Ellen Makaryan, 2nd place  
Peter and Camila Daglian, and 
3rd place Manuk & Narek 
shameyan. The winners received 
monetary Amazon gift cards for 
$100, $75, and $50,        
respectively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
it was another fun saturday 

at Merdinian during the fall 
festival on November 16. 
The successful event, which 
started at 12 noon and lasted till 
5 p.m. is credited to our      
hardworking PTO as well as our 
volunteer parents, teachers, and 
staff. slides, games, arts and 
crafts, hot dog, hamburgers, 
popcorn, cotton candies, ice 
cream, lottery, were the      
highlights of the festival, which 
attracted more than 350 people.  
The students enjoyed the rides 
and had an opportunity to take 
pictures in front of a fall scenery       
decorated with hay, scarecrows, 
and pumpkins.  
four students won the lottery, 
which was sold for $10 each. 

The winners were announced on 
November 19 during morning 
chapel. The lucky winners were 
Lena saghbazarian, Alex and 
David-Beg Nazarian, Mila Rose 
shenouda, and David Melkonyan. 
The winners were presented with 
special themed baskets.

Ellen & sam Makaryan, 
Manuk & Narek shameyan, 
Camila & Peter Daglian

FALL FESTIVAL
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ALUMNI CORNER
Aram Manoukian was born and 
raised in Los Angeles. He   
attended Merdinian since      
preschool and graduated in 
2006. As a proud Merdinian 
alumnus, Aram credits our school 
for playing a significant role in 
his life and preparing him for 
high school and beyond. Most of 
Aram’s closest friends today are 
his Merdinian classmates. After 
Merdinian, Aram went on to 
ferrahian for high-school, from 
where he graduated in 2010.  
 
Aram was exposed to technology 
from a very young age, thanks 
to his father who is an         
electronics engineer. His dad’s 
influence, coupled with his own 
innate interest and love for   
technology, led Aram to major in 
information systems at CsuN. 
While attending CsuN, he 
worked in the information 
Technology department as a 
student Assistant, a position in 
which he excelled. Aram earned 
his Bachelor's degree in 2015 
and promptly began his profes-
sional endeavors. for the past 
four years, Aram has been a 
systems Administrator and the 
Technology support specialist at 
Campbell Hall, a private K-12 
school located down the street 
from Merdinian. Aram thoroughly 
enjoys working in a school   
environment because of the 
opportunity to help both students 
and faculty alike. in addition, 
Aram is the resident “iT-guy” for 
all of his friends and family.  
 
in November of 2019, Aram 
experienced growth in his     
personal life when he married his 
longtime girlfriend, sylvia. The 
couple celebrated with their close 
friends and family in Los 
Angeles, not excluding Aram’s 
Merdinian friends and         
classmates. His wife can testify 
to the countless stories and 
memories that Aram and his 
friends share about their time at 
Merdinian. it is obvious how fond 
they are of their experience.  
 
Even though Aram has not been 
a student at Merdinian for a long 
time, he still frequents the   
campus from time-to-time to 
help with the campus’         
technology. He loves visiting the 
school and reminiscing about his 
time as a student. He even 
attended a class reunion in 2016.

ARMENIA FUND

The week preceding Armenia 
fund Telethon on November 28, 
delicious breakfast and snacks 
were sold to the students,     
parents, teachers, and staff. The 
proceeds from the sales were 
donated to Armenia fund. Our 
principal, Mrs. Lina Arslanian 
along with Armenian teacher, 
Mrs. Mariam Petrosyan and four    
student representatives          
presented a check for $2500   
during the Armenia fund 
Telethon on Thanksgiving Day.

MUSICAL 
PRESENTATION

On November 20, The Music 
Department invited a special 
guest, Ms. Mari Haig, who 
demonstrated 3 different string 
instruments: violin, viola, and 
cello. The students from 
Kindergarten through 8th grade 
gathered in the school hall to 
enjoy the following musical 
pieces played on those       
instruments: 

Komitas, Dzirani Dzar 
arranged for violin and piano, 

Robert schumann, Fairy Tale 
for viola and piano, 

Camille saint-saëns, The 
Swan for cello and piano.  

Aside from her musical   
presentation, Ms. Haig, also  
mentioned her special connection 
with Merdinian. she is the  
daughter of Alice Haig, founding 
chairperson of the Board of 
Directors. The students not only 
learned a lot during the brief 
presentation about the different 
musical instruments, but also 
appreciated the beautiful       
performance of our guest  
accompanied by our music 
teacher, Mrs. Alice Derkevorkian. 
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ARMENIAN CULTURE FACTOID

Armenians around the world celebrate Christmas either on 
January 6 or January 18. 
  
Why do Armenians celebrate Christmas on January 6? 
During the 5th century, Christmas was changed from January 6 
to December 25 in order to override a pagan feast dedicated to 
the birth of the sun. in order to undermine this pagan      
practice, the Roman Catholic Church  designated December 25 
as the official date of Christmas. However, Armenia was not 
affected by this change. 
in Jerusalem, the Armenians celebrate Christmas on January 
18 based on the old calendar (hin domar), which has a        
difference of 12 days.  
 
Christmas Table: 
Armenians are known for their delicious cuisine, and also for 
the rich variety of food they serve for any occasion. Christmas 
is no exception.  
some Armenians fast during the week before Christmas.  
Khtum or Christmas Eve dinner includes traditional dishes such 
as tanabur (yogurt and barley soup), fish, which is a symbol of 
Christianity, Nevik (swiss chard and chickpeas), sharots, (dried 
fruits and nuts), anoushabour (pudding made with wheat, 
raisins, and apricots), wine for a drink to name a few. 
On Christmas day, other traditional Armenian dishes will be 
prepared for dinner such as itch (cracked wheat salad) and 
souboreg (cheese turnover with many layers of dough). 
As part of tradition, Armenian children get dried fruits and 
nuts, cheer ou chamich. Who doesn’t know the famous 
Armenian Christmas song, “gaghant Baban yeger eh cheer ou 
chamich perer eh.” 
santa brings gifts to Armenian children on December 31 and 
not on the eve of December 25, January 6, or January 18, 
because Christmas Day is considered a religious day in 
Armenia. 
 
shnorhavor Amanor yev sourp Dznount! 
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The students had another •
spirit day on November 26, the 
day before the start of their 
Thanksgiving break. students 
came to school wearing the 
beautiful colors of the fall     
season.

SPIRIT DAYS

OUR SWEET SPIRIT 
COMMITTEE

The spirit Committee treated the 
students in a very sweet way on 
November 8 when they          
distributed Krispy Kreme donuts 
to the entire student body. Thank 
you spirit Committee for keeping 
our spirits very high!  

The students did not forget to •
wear their uniform to come to 
school when they got out of their 
bed on November 6. in fact they 
came to school with their     
pajamas to join in the school 
spirit for Pajama Day. Even some 
teachers joined in the fun. 
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