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H. E. ARCHBISHOP MOUSHEGH MARDIROSSIAN
VISITED MERDINIAN
H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian visited Merdinian on December 6.
Students from first through eigth grade greeted the Archbishop, who was accompanied by Archpriest Fr.
Nareg Pehlivanian and Archpriest Fr. Razmig Khatchadourian.
After Mrs. Lina Arslanian’s welcoming remarks, the students’ program commenced with a prayer, followed
by recitation of psalms, religious and Armenian folk songs led by Mrs. Lena Ekmekjian and Mrs. Alice
DerKevorkian.
The fourth grade students sang Ambi Dagits and Hampartsoum Yayla. They were followed by Yes Im
Anoush Hayasdani recitation by seventh grader Nare khechanyan.
The Prelate personally blessed the students who had sent him Thank You cards expressing their gratitude
for his leadership. “Christmas came too early for me, because you wrote thank you letters to me,” said
the Prelate.
The Archbishop also commended the administration, faculty, and board members for their dedication to
the education of the youth. He then presented copies of poet Jacques Hagopian’s books, entitled Hye
Kirkeh Shem Vosgi published by the Western Prelacy.
The program concluded with the Armenian national anthem and the benediction by the Prelate.
A reception in the teachers’ lounge followed the program.
The followings are psalms written by the students who participated in the program:
The Lord is my heavenly
father: I will not disobey Him.
He tells me to listen; He is
good and
He is God. Truly, though I have
sinned,
I will not do sins anymore. For
You are my Lord.
Your words and goodness help
me because
they are good. Surely, You will
follow me all my days.

The Lord is my shepherd.
I will not stop worshiping Him.
He tells me to forgive; He tells
me to love and
He loves me. Truly, though I
will worship You,
I will not stop loving You. For
You are my way to heaven.
Your love and forgiveness help
me because
they help me to know You are
forgiving. Surely, You will protect me all my days.

Julia Hamalian

Tigran Papazian

Accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
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MERDINIAN SCHOOL
TAKES PART IN
ANCA-SFVE HOLIDAY
EVENT
Mrs. Lina Arslanian, Ms. Sandra
bessos, and Mrs. Mariam
Petrosyan attended the ANCA
San Fernando valley East Holiday
Mixer on December 18 in
Sherman oaks. The annual
Holiday/New year open House is
an opportunity to become better
acquainted with the local
Armenian-American community
as well as with members and
leaders of other community
organizations, according to
ANCA-SFvE officials.

BOARD CORNER
The board of Directors’
Christmas dinner was held on
December 13 in the Aram and
Anahis D. boolghoorjian Hall.
This is an annual event hosted by
the school board to extend its
appreciation to the faculty, staff,
PTo, and the Women’s Auxiliary.
Mr. Greg Shanoian, Mrs. Lena
Ekmekjian and her daughter,
Narod provided the musical
entertainment while Mrs.
Shogher Shanoian added more
fun with enjoyable games for the
guests.
The highlight of the evening was
a donation check for $10,000
presented by our hard working
PTo to the school board.

6TH GRADE SERVICE
FIELD TRIP TO CHILDREN’S
HUNGER FUND
by Mrs. Lena Ekmekjian
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TOY DRIVE
our school showed one more
time its spirit of compassion and
generosity by participating in the
Annual Nataline Sarkisyan
Foundation Toy Drive. During the
days preceding the Christmas
break, big boxes were placed in
the school office to be filled with
toys for needy children in
memory of Nataline Sarkisyan
who passed away at a very
young age. The empty boxes
were quickly filled with toys
donated by the students and
Merdinian friends. The toys were
then taken to the Children’s
Hospital of LA.
Thank you all for your
generosity!

our 6th graders had the
opportunity to serve the less
fortunate by packing food at the
Children’s Hunger Fund in Sylmar
on December 5. Children's
Hunger Fund (CHF) is a
gospel-focused mercy ministry
based in Sylmar, California. CHF's
primary means of ministry
involves "Food Packs"—boxes
filled with non-perishable food
goods that can feed a small
family for a week. This
experience was an eye-opening
experience to see what poverty
looks like globally, to learn about
the need, and to play a part in
offering hope. Jesus asked his
followers to feed the needy and
to take care of them! As our
team of 15 students and parents
prepared more than 1000 packs
of beans, they exemplified a
biblical response to suffering and
poverty!
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CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM AT THE
DIOCESE

MORNING
GREETINGS WITH
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Merdinian was among the six
Armenian schools participating in
the Annual Children’s Christmas
Pageant, which was held on
December 13 at the Western
Diocese in burbank.
This year’s program was
presented by Sahag Mesrob
Armenian Christian school, which
according to the attendees,
presented a fabulous program.
After the performance, the
students greeted Santa Claus
who performed songs and dances
creating a joyful Christmas
atmosphere.
In his message to the students,
the Primate, Arch. Hovnan
Derderian said, “ …Pray to Him
(the Lord), for your Motherland,
your parents, brothers and
sisters and for the brave soldiers,
who courageously defend our
borders.” After the program, the
students were served pizza for
lunch.

The days before the Christmas
break were festive at Merdinian.
one of the festivities was the
students’ caroling in the morning
of December 13. The fifth, sixth,
and seventh grade students,
wearing Santa hats, greeted
parents, students, and faculty in
the morning at the entrance of
the school with Christmas carols
under the direction of our music
teacher Mrs. Alice DerKevorkian.

BAKE SALE
The fifth grade class had its bake
sale on January 23. They sold
different goodies while raising
funds for their classroom needs.

PTO CORNER
• The fourth PTo breakfast,
hosted by the third and fourth
grade parents, took place on
December 6. The parents got a
chance to come together and
discuss school matters and the
Christmas bake sale.

• The January PTo breakfast
was hosted by the first and
second grade parents. It took
place on January 10. The main
highlight of discussion was the
PTo Gala on February 7.

MUSICAL
PRESENTATION
First through eighth grade
Merdinian students started their
last Thursday of January on
musical notes.
They were visited in the morning
by violinist Ruben Aghiyan and
other instructors of the
“orchestra Music Academy” who
demonstrated their methodology
and showed how beautiful
playing violin or other musical
instruments can be. Mr. Aghiyan
encouraged students to be
interested in music. Aghiyan
used to conduct violin after
school classes at Merdinian.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• The Merdinian PTo’s current
fundraiser is as sweet as a piece
of chocolate, because it’s time
again for the annual chocolate
sale. on January 27, each family
received a box of World’s Finest
Chocolate to be sold for $60.
Each box contains 30 chocolate
pieces with different flavors. The
deadline to submit the collected
funds is February 28. The
families who sell the most
chocolate boxes will receive a
prize, making this fundraiser
even sweeter.
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Yarkhoushta, which is an
Armenian folk and martial dance
associated with the region of
Sassoun. The short program also
included, a poetry recitation and
a dance movement by the third
graders and two more music
videos dedicated to the Armenian
Army. before heading to their
classrooms, each student
received a sticker with Armenia’s
Army logo.

CHRISTMAS
ASSEMBLY
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December 20 was the most
festive day at Merdinian.
Students, teachers, staff, and
parents wearing Christmas outfits
with red and green colors, Santa
hats on their head, gift bags in
their hand, and filled with joyful
spirit came to school. The day
started with the Christmas
assembly in the Aram and Anahis
D. boolghoorjian Hall. The second
and third graders presented a
program with songs, dances, and
poems. The performance with the
Christmas outfits created a
beautiful show, which fascinated
their parents, who could not stop
taking pictures of their little
ones. Rev. Henrik Shanazarian
delivered his message to the
students who were engaged with
the Reverend’s deliverance.
After the assembly everyone
enjoyed delicious snacks during
the bake sale organized by the
PTo. The students then went to
their classrooms for the very
much anticipated gift exchanges.
After the students’ dismissal, the
faculty and staff gathered in the
school hall for their traditional
Christmas luncheon. The lunch
was the compliments of our
school caterer Mr. vicken
Gulesserian. The teachers had a
great time enjoying the delicious
lunch, playing games, singing,
dancing, and exchanging gifts.
by the early afternoon, the
campus was emptied and
everyone went off to their
Christmas vacation with good
wishes and high hopes for a
great New Year.

ARMENIAN ARMY
DAY RECOGNIZED BY
MERDINIAN
School uniforms were replaced
by army camouflage outfits to
recognize Armenia Army Day on
January 27.
Students from Preschool through
eighth grade, along with teachers
and staff, joined in the patriotic
spirit. A short assembly took
place in the Aram and Anahis D.
boolghoorjian Hall during chapel
time. After Mrs. Mayda
baboomian’s opening address,
Mrs. Aline bezdikian-Shirajian
took the podium. before she
showed a music video by Sevak
Amroyan singing “Yarkhousta,”
she explained the meaning of
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PRESCHOOL
• December is the most wonderful time of the year for our
preschoolers. on December 21,
parents gathered in the hall to
enjoy the Christmas
performance. Preschool I and II
sang Christmas songs and recited
poems. The children’s faces lit
with joy when at the end of their
performance Santa came to sing,
dance, and take pictures with
them.

• We want to thank our wonderful PTo for sponsoring and
organizing the Preschool Snow
Day on January 24. The children
had so much fun playing in the
snow and enjoying milk and
cookies in their classrooms afterwards. It sure was a memorable
day for our little ones.

DENIM DAY
The color blue was spotted
everywhere on campus, when
students had another spirit day.
January 23 was proposed to be
Denim Day by the Student
Council. The idea was welcomed
by the students and teachers
who came to school wearing
denim outfits.
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8TH GRADE VISITS
ALEX THEATER
The eighth grade went on a field
trip to Alex Theatre in Glendale
on January 30. The graduating
class, along with their homeroom
teacher Mrs. Sona Kassardjian,
watched a play, Shakespearience,
which stages series of scenes
from Shakespeare’s most famous
plays. It featured scenes from
Romeo and Juliet, The Taming of
the Shrew, Macbeth, Hamlet, and
A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
This production which is a “play
within a play” is seen by over
80,000 students, according to
the producers.
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Please support our Women’s Auxiliary
Fundraiser, which is ongoing.
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DEC. STAR STUDENTS

JAN. STAR STUDENTS

Nare Khechanyan-7th, Karnig Kouyoumjian-1R,
Rafael Hambartsumyan-2nd,
Avetis Menedzhyan-3rd, Michael Gevorkyan-7th

Diana Hovhannisyan-8th, Amen Khatchadourian2nd, Peter Shanoian-4R, , Angelina virbayan-1R,
Mercedes Schwartz-6th

Tygd7 Ha3aq0s Hyrosnyr

#ovn7 Ha3aq0s Hyrosnyr

Emily Tavadjian-1Y, vivian Mira-2nd,
Peter Shanoian-4R

Sophia uhl-3rd, Sacha Nalbandyan-KR,
David Martirosyan-4Y

MERDINIAN SCHOOL
WOMEN'S AUXILIARY
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR
DINNER AT THE
DARAKJIANS
on Saturday, January 4, 2020,
AMAA President Dr. Nazareth E.
Darakjian and his wife Dr. Ani
hosted the C & E Merdinian
Armenian Evangelical School
Women's Auxiliary annual New
Year and Christmas dinner-get
together. The group was honored
with the presence of AMAA
Executive Director/CEo Zaven
Khanjian and his wife Sona, who
has been a member and chair of
the Auxiliary for many years.
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FACULTY PD
• Mrs. Sona Kassardjian, our
English and Social Studies Chair,
attended a professional
development session entitled
“Making best use of Google
Classroom to Strengthen English
Instruction” on January 24. The
workshop was organized by the
bureau of Education Research
and focused on new trends in
Google Classrooms that
specifically an instructor of
English/Language Arts can use.
• Curriculum/Technology
Coordinator, Mrs. betty Nazarian
attended the ISTE Certified
Educator Workshop on January
27-28 in San bernandino, CA.
The professional development
event focused on goal-setting
and goal stretching, transforming
learning with technology as well
as research and educational
practice. The workshop will be
followed by a five week online
course.

ARMENIAN SCHOLAR
VISITS MERDINIAN
The L.A. based philologist, writer,
educator, translator, and scholar,
Mr. Hovsep Nalbandian visited
our school on January 17. He
met with our eighth grade
students, our principal Mrs. Lina
Arslanian, and Armenian
Department chair, Mrs. Mayda
baboomian. The author, who has
published 24 books, talked about
the importance of print media
versus electronic media. He gave
an informative lecture to the
students and donated copies of
his books to the school and to
every eighth grade student.

THANK YOU CARDS
With the initiative of our
Religion teacher Mrs. Lena
Ekmekjian, Kindergarten through
8th grade students have started
a very nice tradition of writing
Thank You cards to show their
appreciation to different
individuals and committees who
serve our community.
The students, with the help
and the guidance of their
homeroom teachers, expressed
their gratitude to the firefighters,
police officers, Merdinian’s
Women’s Auxiliary ladies, our
PTo members, members of the
Merdinian administration, our
security guards, the cafeteria
staff, our cleaning crew, our
board members, and to
Archbishops Hovnan Derderian
and Moushegh Mardirossian.
“The students will continue to
send their thank you cards in the
near future to the Minister to the
union and to the board of
Directors of AEuNA, to the AMAA
board members, and to our
school’s sponsors,” said Mrs.
Lena.
The Thank You cards are
expressions of appreciation and
highlight the character traits we
have selected for each month,
namely, to be grateful, give
thanks, be responsible, and be
respectful.

Merdinian
students know
how to show
appreciation!
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ALUMNI CORNER
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Armen Arslanian graduated Merdinian Armenian
Evangelical School in 2009. Showing a strong interest in
computer systems from an early age, he enjoyed spending
extra time with computer teachers at Merdinian throughout
elementary and middle school. After graduating, he
attended AGbu Manoogian-Demirdjian High School (MDS),
where he continued developing his passion for engineering
and technology. He then studied Computer Engineering at
California State university, Northridge (CSuN), graduating
Summa Cum Laude and achieving the highest GPA in the
College of Engineering and Computer Science. During
college, he also completed internships at Harris Corp. and
Teradyne Inc., and worked on a successful small spacecraft
(CubeSat) built entirely by CSuN students and professors,
which flew a science experiment for NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) in low Earth orbit.
Consequently, Armen accepted a full-time position
at NASA-JPL working on NASA’s Psyche spacecraft, which
will study an asteroid located in the asteroid belt between
Mars and Jupiter that is believed to be the core of what was once a planet. Studying this asteroid will help
scientists understand the core of Earth, which is very hard to reach. In the past two years, Armen has
been designing custom electrical ground support equipment to test various functions of the avionics (main
computer) of the spacecraft as it is being incrementally developed. Additionally, he has helped the Mars
2020 and NISAR missions. Recently, he moved to a new role on the Psyche mission, developing avionics
flight software which processes science data to send back to Earth as well as controls and maintains
health of the spacecraft like the human brain.
Additionally, Armen is pursuing his master’s degree at the university of Southern California (uSC)
in Systems Architecting and Engineering to supplement his engineering career. He hopes to encourage
young Armenians to pursue STEM majors even though they may seem challenging. He enjoys visiting
both Merdinian and AGbu MDS to participate in events such as science fairs.
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