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DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAM LAUNCHED  
AMID COVID-19 CRISIS

In response to the Corona virus outbreak, our school shifted the on campus 
instruction to online instruction through a special Distance Learning Program as of 
March 18.  
During the last period, on March 12, students were asked to collect all their     
textbooks, notebooks, and school supplies to take home with them for the start of 
Distance Learning. 
The faculty and staff were trained and prepared to start the new program on March 
13, 16, and 17. Online instruction started on March 18. 
The Distance Learning had its share of challenges, specially at the beginning, for 
our students,  faculty, and staff. However, as days went by, more and more positive 
responses were heard from parents. Here is one of these messages written by a 
parent. “First, I would like to say what a great job our school and staff have been 
doing. This was a very difficult situation for everyone to be - staff, faculty, parents, 
and even our kids. But I have to say you were on top of it… .The Google hangout 
additions have been great; it keeps the kids connected, which is a great thing. I 
just wanted to take a minute and thank every single person for all the hard work! 
It is appreciated on our end, and I am so glad you give us busy schedules …” 
The teachers and the students follow a master schedule, which gives a more      
structured and disciplined format for online instructions. Our 8th graders even    
participated in a virtual webinar on the Armenian Genocide. 
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ON CAMPUS FIELD 
TRIP WITH A BEAT 

The Kindergarten red and Yellow 
classes, along with their teachers, 
enjoyed the visit of the The 
rhythm Child on March 4. It was 
an on campus field trip program, 
which intended to develop     
inspiration, imagination, and  
motivation through music. The 
kindergarteners had great fun 
while playing drums with the 
drummers. According to The 
rhythm Child,  drumming builds 
confidence, creativity, and     
community.

GREEN CAMPUS 
PROJECT

In March 2020, we began a 
school-wide (k-8) Project Based 
Learning (PBL) activity in an 
effort to make our school   
greener, work together to solve a 
problem that impacts us daily, 
and give students an opportunity 
to present their ideas and be 
proud of making a positive   
environmental impact. 
students were asked to research 
the impact of the amount of 
trash produced on campus on the 
school and the environment and 
about ways to reduce it. They 
were asked to work together to 
come up with ideas and present 
to the school. Meanwhile, the 
students watched videos about 
sorting trash, recycling, and  
composting. They made posters 
and painted our new trash cans. 
In the near future, we shall have 
“cafeteria rangers” to help     
students put the correct items in 
the correct bins and be able to 
see the difference in the amount 
of trash they create on a daily 
basis.

Our school participated in a 
fundraiser for the Children’s 
Hunger Fund (CHF). Kindergarten 
through eighth grade classes  
collected $318.80, which is 
equivalent to 1,275 meals to feed 
hungry children around the 
world. “We deliver help and the 
hope of the gospel to a suffering 
world,” said an official of CHF, 
which distributes life saving food 
and aid to over 300 million    
children around the world.  
The 6th graders along with their 
religion teacher Ms. Lena 
ekmekjian visited the CHF center 
in sylmar to pack food on 
December 5.

RAISING FUNDS 
WITH THE HOPE OF THE 

GOSPEL

SPIRIT DAY

PTO CORNER

Our monthly parent breakfast 
took place on March 8. Parents, 
teachers, and staff mingled with 
each other while enjoying     
delicious breakfast sponsored by 
the preschool II parents.

CONTEST IN THE 
CHAPEL 

On March 10, during chapel  
service, students from       
kindergarten through eighth 
grade participated in the Psalm 
23 competition.  They prepared 
for the competition with the help 
of their religion teachers. The 
Fourth Grade red section won 
the first place.

The students and some teachers 
came to school on March 12 with 
very creative hair styles. We saw 
funny hair updos, colorful hair 
dyes, and imaginative hairstyles. 
They all made our Crazy Hair 
Day as “crazy’” and as funny as 
possible.
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WE ARE THE  
MONARCHS

The Monarchs Lion, our school 
mascot joined the Merdinian   
students for a special pep rally 
on March 6 for all our track-and-
field athletes.  KAHAM’s track- 
and- field competition took place 
on March 8 at the Birmingham 
High school. 
The complete list of the winners 
will be avaliable very soon. 
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FACULTY/STAFF

Our teachers, Mrs. Karinae •
Babakhani, Mrs. sona 
Kassardjian, and Mrs. Betty 
Nazarian are participating in a 
professional development class 
titled Differentiated Instruction. 
This is an online course offered 
by the Harvard Graduate school 
of education. This three months 
long course, from February 24 
through May 24, is focused on 
professional development and on 
building the educators’ abilities to 
differentiate instruction as part of 
their daily classroom routines. 

Teachers are practicing social   •
distancing at school when they 
visit to continue working on     
different ways to support our   
students’ distance learning. 

CHOCOLATE WINNERS

The winners of the Chocolate 
Fundraiser organized by our PTO 
are:... 
 
1st place: sophia-rose Darakian- 
Goudjeian 
2nd place: sam & ellen Makaryan 
3rd place: Anthony & Alan 
Aywazian 
 
They received, $100, $75, and 
$50 gift cards, respectively as an 
appreciation for their efforts to 
help raise funds for their school.

ALUMNI SURVEY

We would like to know more 
about our distinct group of alum     -
ni and develop a robust alumni 
database. Please take the survey 
and share how Merdinian helped 
you become who you are today, 
stay connected with the 
Merdinian family, and be the first 
to know about opportunities to 
reconnect with your Medinian 
friends and former classmates. 
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